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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- tf NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required 
under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-18 and 38-46, drawn to a system and a machine 
being operable to calculate fixed odds for an outcome 
of a financial market based on parameters input by a 
user relating to the fixed-odds bet and data obtained 
from a source of data concerning the financial market. 

II. Claims 19-37 are drawn to a method and a product of 

operating a fixed-odds betting system comprising (a 
processing machine) calculating a fixed-odds price for 
a bet based on parameters input by a user relating the 
bet and data obtained from a source of data concerning 
the financial market. 

III. Claims 47-49 are drawn to a method of operating a 
betting system comprising identifying at least one 
successful bettor whose predictions are consistently 
similar to the outcomes of events to which the 
predictions made by multiple bettors relate. 
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The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the 
following reasons: 

2. Inventions II and I are related as process and apparatus 
for its practice. The inventions are distinct if it can be 
shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the 
apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and 
materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case 
the process of invention II can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus, namely a central processing 
machine calculating a fixed-odds price for a bet and the 
apparatus of invention I can be used to practice another and 
materially different process namely for calculating a fixed odds 
for an outcome of the financial market. It is noted that the 
apparatus claims 36 and 37 corresponds to method claims 19-34 
and are also rendered distinct as per this analysis. 

3. Inventions I (apparatus) and III (process) are related as 
process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions are 
distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as 
claimed can be practiced by another materially different 
apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be 
used, to practice another and materially different process. 
(MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process of invention III 
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can be practiced by another materially different apparatus or by 
hand, namely identifying at least one successful bettor whose 
predictions are consistently similar to the outcomes of events 
to which the predictions made by multiple bettors relate and the 
apparatus of invention I can be used to practice another and 
materially different process namely for calculating a fixed odds 
for an outcome of the financial market. 

4. Inventions II and III are related as subcombinations 
disclosed as usable together in a single combination. The 
subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has 
separate utility such as calculating a fixed-odds price for a 
bet based on parameters input by a user relating the bet and 
data obtained from a source of data concerning the financial 
market. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

5. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given 
above and the search required for Group I is not required for 
Groups II and III, restriction for examination purposes as 
indicated is proper. 

6. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of 
their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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7 . This application contains claims directed to the following 
patentably distinct species of the claimed inventions I and II 
respectively. 

8. In the event that the applicant elects invention I, 
election of one of the following patentably distinct species is 
required. 

Species I -A: betting system and apparatus comprising a 
payment system and an accounting system. 

Species I-B: betting system and apparatus comprising a 
system for varying an amount of virtual money assigned to user 
in response to the fixed odds bet and outcome of the financial 
market . 

Species I-C: betting system and apparatus comprising a 
storage facility for storing information relating to the fixed 
odds* further comprising means to retrieve the information and 
means to calculate price at which to offer previously placed bet 
from a user. 

9. In the event that the applicant elects invention II, 
election of one of the following patentably distinct species is 
required. 

Species I I -A: method and apparatus that calculates future 
volatility of the financial market. 
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Species II-B: method and apparatus that checks opening 
time of the financial market. 

Species II-C: method and apparatus that calculates 
correlation matrix concerning the financial markets. 

Species II-D: method and apparatus that calculates hedging 
factor based on information concerning the previously placed 
bets stored in a storage facility. 

Species II-E: method and apparatus that calculates price at 
which to offer to buy a previously placed bet from a user. 

No species are indicated for invention III based upon the 
analysis of claim 4 9 as improper dependent claim encompassing 
two different statutory classes (method and system) . 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single 
disclosed species for prosecution on the merits to which the 
claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held 
to be allowable. Claims 1 and 19 are generic to respective 
species discussed above. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must 
include an identification of the species that is elected 
consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An 
argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are 
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generic is considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an 
election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be 
entitled to consideration of claims to additional species which 
are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the 
limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 
CFR 1.141. If claims are added after the election, applicant 
must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. MPEP 
§ 809.02 (a) . 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species 
are not patentably distinct, applicant should submit evidence or 
identify such evidence now of record showing the species to be 
obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the 
case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the 
inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or 
admission may be used in a rejection under '35 U.S.C. 103(a) of 
the other invention. 

10. A telephone call was made to Att. Ferris, Kassim (Reg. 
39,974) on 3/14/05 to request an oral election to the above 
restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being 
made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to 
be complete must include an election of the invention to be 
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t 

examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1,143). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 

communications from the examiner should be directed to JAGDISH 

PATEL whose telephone number is (703)308-7837. The examiner can 

normally be reached on 8 00AM- 6 00PM M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 

unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Vincent Millin can be 

reached on (703)3 08-1065. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this, application or proceeding is assigned is 

703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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